With

CHRIST’S

LOVE,

the St. Michael’s family
invites all to engage and
transform the community
through worship, service,
and education.

www.stmichaelsla.org
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Dear Friends,
I am lucky. I have always called church home. I grew up in the church
surrounded by dozens of adults who shared God’s love with me, taught
me the stories of God’s people, and showed me through their own lives
that being a Christian is not always easy. Those adults who gave a few
hours each month to live out their own faith understood the need to
nurture the youngest members of our church.
At St. Michael’s, we understand that children and youth are not simply the
future of the church - they are critical members of the church today! We
are committed to offering substantive and loving Christian formation in a
safe environment full of healthy, respectful friendships.
This formation is not a single ministry of St. Michael’s but is an aspect of
everything we do through worship, education, and service. This formation
at church shapes who we are and who we will become in life - and it
does not stop when we leave church on Sunday. St. Michael’s knows the
importance of equipping parents with the tools they need to raise their
children in the world today. That is why we are committed to supporting
parents through the highs and lows of their own faith journey in order to
live out their faith for their families and friends. I hope you will join me in
calling St. Michael’s your church home.

Rev. Robert Beazley
Staff
Rev. Robert Beazley
Rector

Terri Lyle-Landry
Parish Administrator

Allison Kenning
Music Director

Vestry
Class of 2023 – Vesta Batchelder, Senior Warden | Les Bascle, Junior Warden,
Christie Plauche, and Maureen Tipton
Class of 2024 – Kristy Beach | Secretary and Charlie Cook
Class of 2025 – David Fischer’, Tara Jacks, and Dave Smith
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CHILDREN
AND YOUTH
MINISTRIES

MISSION
STATEMENT
The children and youth of St. Michael’s will develop
a faith-filled life through Christian education,
serving the community, and exploring God’s love.
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CHILDREN AND
YOUTH MINISTRIES

VALUES

St. Michael’s children, youth,
and family ministries show
Christ’s love through the
following values:

Learn:

Understand who we are
as Episcopalians as we follow Jesus
into loving, liberating, and life-giving
relationships with God, with each other,
and with the earth.

Love:

Love one another as Christ

loves us.

Respect:

Joyfully serve God and
each other with grace and truthfulness.

Safe:

Create an inclusive
environment where children and youth
participate and learn without judgment,
guided by leaders who have completed
Safeguarding God’s Children.
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Christian Living:

Spiritual Practices,
Wise Choices, Living Compassionately, Centrality of
Christ, Authenticity

Christian Community:

Part of
a Family, Healthy Relationship with Others, Healthy
Relationship with Self

Serving Others:

In my World
(Inward), In God’s World (Outward), Tools for Serving,
Stewardship
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Program Offerings
Nursery: Childcare is offered for infants, toddlers, and

preschool children through age two on Sunday mornings. Experienced
and trained caregivers work alongside parent volunteers to provide a
safe environment of play and fellowship for our youngest parishioners.

Godly Play: Godly Play is offered to children age three

through third grade. The Godly Play curriculum is based on storytelling
and wondering. Children develop the language of their faith while
exploring lessons from the Bible and our faith tradition in the sacred
space of the Godly Play classroom. Children creatively respond to their
hearing of the story and then participate in a communal feast.

Growing in Faith: Sunday School is offered for children

fourth through sixth grade using the Growing in Faith Rotation Model.
This curriculum offers our children a way to experience scriptural stories
and faith lessons through a variety of learning styles. Lessons include
art, cooking, games, Legos, music, science, service, storytelling, and
videos. Each lesson is presented over a period of three to four weeks
in varied modalities and emphasizes active learning to help children
connect the spiritual lessons to their own lives.

Youth Group: St. Michael’s knows that children and youth

are not only the future of the church but they are the church today!
Gatherings outside of Sunday worship happen monthly in and around
the Northshore.
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Special Events/

MILESTONES
Baptism:

Preschool
Graduation:

Families bring their
children to be baptized to
celebrate their faith and to
fully initiate them into the
Body of Christ.

Preschool graduates are
honored in a ceremony to
celebrate their graduation
from preschool.

Instructed
Eucharist:

Worship
Participation:

During Lent, children
participate in classes
to help them better
understand what it means
to receive the Eucharist.

Older elementary through
high school students help
lead worship through their
musical talents, reading
the lessons, and serving as
acolytes, greeters, or ushers.

Confirmation:

Graduation:

Middle school students
participate in Confirmation
classes, culminating with
the public affirmation of
the promises made at
their baptism.

High school graduates
are recognized in
worship and invited to a
reception to honor their
accomplishment.

7

Preschool
Information
St. Michael’s Episcopal Preschool is the top ranked preschool on the Northshore. Since
1996, it has been a place for children to learn, explore, wonder, question, and share.
We foster the social, physical, intellectual, spiritual, and emotional development of each
child in a nurturing, Christian environment. The preschool is a ministry of St. Michael’s
Episcopal Church, providing exceptional education and care in the Episcopal tradition.
Our curriculum is designed to motivate and stimulate young minds in preparation for
kindergarten and to cultivate a love of learning to last a lifetime. Call today to schedule a
tour of our incredible preschool!
Full-day preschool: 18 months to 5 years
Summer camp: 2- to 5-year-olds
Half-day program: 12 months through age 3
For more information:
985-626-5724
Stacey@stmichaelsla.org
http://stmichaelspreschool.edu/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelslapreschool/
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Contact
Information
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
4499 Sharp Road
Mandeville, LA 70471
985-626-5781
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsla/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/38064311/st-michaelsepiscopal-church/
To connect with the youth group: youth@stmichaelsla.org
Rev. Robert Beazley (Rector)
rector@stmichaelsla.org
985.626.5781
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Volunteers
Our Children and Youth ministries depend on the
generosity of adult volunteers who serve as role models
and help make these many programs a reality. If you feel
called to work with children and/or youth, or support the
ministry from behind-the-scenes, then we would LOVE
to find the right fit for you. Just send an email to youth@
stmichaelsla.org to let us know you’re interested.

Parents
St. Michael’s provides diverse offerings for parents
and adults, too! On Sunday mornings, educational and
fellowship opportunities for adults are scheduled at the
same time as Sunday School. Once or twice each fall and
spring, special parent forums are offered to address faith,
culture, relationships, and issues of the day pertinent to
parents and families. Family field trips like kayaking are
offered, as well. Please see stmichaelsla.org for more
about Sunday offerings, Bible studies, book groups,
field trips, retreats, and other educational and fellowship
opportunities.
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St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
4499 Sharp Road • Mandeville, LA 70471
985-626-5781
secretary@stmichaelsla.org
www.stmichaelsla.org

